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News 
Dave Godwin is on the move again. You will 
recall his epic journey in 2010 from China 
to the UK driving ‘RIP’; he is now seeking 
expressions of interest in a trip from Cape 
Town to Birmingham starting in September 
2012. Dave writes: “We visit Western Cape 
for a week or 10 days, then head north through 
Namibia, Botswana, Victoria Falls, Zambia, 
Zanzibar and the Annual African Classic Car 
Show in Nairobi. Next through Ethiopia and 
Sudan to Egypt.  Then politics will dictate 
our route to Birmingham: 1st choice is 
westwards across North Africa to Morocco 
and then northwards to the UK; 2nd choice is 
eastwards through the Middle East and Turkey 
to Birmingham: emergency choice is over the 
Mediterranean Sea by car ferry to Greece, 
Italy or France and on to Birmingham. All in 
all, about 85 days at 300km per day and a rest 
day every four or fi ve days.”  To fi nd out more 
contact Dave at murphgod@hotmail.com

Our man in the south-west, Terry 
Drinkwater currently leads his Class in 
the Luffi eld MG Speed Championship, 
newcomer Alan Atkins also in an MGA 
Coupé is lying third in the same Class. At the 
Shelsley Walsh meeting in July, Terry broke 
his personal MGA record on Saturday with 
a 37.17 in the Luffi eld event and again on 
Sunday with a 37.05 in the Classic event to 

fi nish second in class behind a Healey 3000. 
Events
There is still time to join the Register’s 
Southern Tour of Devon and Cornwall 
on September 24 & 25. There are rooms 
available at the Moorland Links Hotel and at 
the nearby Millstones, contact Peter Morgan, 
email hilaryandpeter@btinternet.com or on 
01794323160.
Rui Giqante of the MG Club Portugal wrote 
to say, “I had a visit of the wife of the original 
car owner, Mrs. Birgit Krueger. I bought the 
car (GHNL 98700) from them almost 10 

years ago and we never had the chance to 
meet again, since she lives in Tenerife and 
we live in Portugal. Mr. Karl Heinz Krueger 
has passed away in 2007, at the age of 90, 
but we’ve always kept in touch through 
the years, sharing with them photos and 
stories of the car’s restoration and use. Mr. 
Krueger’s last letter to me is a ‘thank you’ for 
the rebirth of his beloved MGA. I’d like to 
share a picture of this unique moment with 
you. I’m sure you will understand this was 
quite an emotional moment for both of us!”
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As I mentioned previously, the organisation 
of this year’s Maintenance Day in October 
is well underway. This year the format will 
be slightly different with the option to attend 
an all-day presentation called ‘Self Service’ 
or attend two presentations – one being 
on ‘SU Carburettors’ and the other on 
‘Distributors’. The ‘Self Service’ presentation 
covers servicing of the MGB and is aimed 
mainly at the novice home mechanic. 
Danny Waters, our ‘Technical Guru’, will be 
showing what to do, how to do it and giving 
tips on how to achieve the best results using 
equipment available in the home garage. 
We will also supply a suggested service chart 
and schedule to make things easier.  

The other two presentations will be 
more detailed on the specifi c subjects and 
aimed at the more knowledgeable home 
mechanic. We still have to fi nalise the exact 
details of the presentations but both will be 
from experienced technicians. Entry forms 
are on the website.

Whilst on the subject of maintenance I 
had a problem recently with the quality of 
replacement parts. I had to replace both front 
sidelight/indicator back plates with non-original 
Lucas units. Both of the parts had problems 
with the bulb location, one was faulty because 
the central sprung contact did not hold the side 
light bulb in place. The second was faulty due 
to the pressing only holding one bulb location 
pip – the bulb just fl opped about. After having 
the faulty pressing unit replaced and a bit of 
fettling I got both in a workable condition. 

Even worse though was when I came to 
fi t the units to the car the fi xing studs did not 
line up with the holes in the wings so a fi le 
was called for to open out the holes in the 
wings. I found this particularly annoying but 
had no other option.  

I suppose this is something we will have 
to get used to as less and less original parts are 
available. As I see it, it costs no more to get 
a jig or press tool 100% correct than almost 
correct! Suppliers please take note.  

Hopefully you will have seen in last 
month’s Safety Fast! the advert for this year’s 
Register Lecture which is ‘The Vulcan Story’ 
and is being given by members of the Vulcan 
to the Sky Trust who maintain and fl y the last 
airworthy example. Having visited the Trust 
with the Register earlier this year just before 
the Vulcan was moved from RAF Lyneham I 
can assure you of a very interesting evening. 
As last year, the Register will make a substantial 
contribution to the Trust’s funds. 

Are you interested in visiting Prodrive 
for a tour of their factory? If you are, contact 
John Watson who has organised a trip 
around their Banbury factory in October.  
Prodrive are world famous for the design 
and preparation of competition cars and 
are currently preparing the new Mini World 
Championship Rally car so there should be 
plenty to see. John’s contact details can be 
seen on the Register website.  
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