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News 
The Magnette Register is organising a 
major event on May 21 2011 at Gaydon 
to celebrate the centenary of the birth of 
Gerald Palmer, designer of the Magnette, 
Jowett Javelins, Riley Pathfi nders, 1950’s 
Wolseleys and even the HA Viva! Palmer 
was also responsible for the early stages 
of the twin-cam engine design. Twin-Cam 
owners please make an effort to be there.

Would you like to take your MGA to 
Florida?
Stuart Mumby is investigating the feasibility 
of taking a group of MGAs to Florida in 
March 2012 for the 50th Anniversary 
of the last entry of MGAs in the Sebring 
Grand Prix of Endurance. Also attending 
and competing will be Ian Prior of 
Melbourne, Australia, owner of car No. 
44 which won its class at Sebring in 1961 
driven by Jim Parkinson and Jack Flaherty. 
Some of you will know Ian & Pam Prior 
from their participation with that car in the 
2005 Round Britain Tour. See picture.

The group organising the reunion are 
proposing to add a couple of extra events, 

foremost of which will be the Amelia Island 
Concours. This extremely prestigious 
event is the east coast equivalent of 
California’s Pebble Beach Concours and 
the ex-Sebring cars have been invited to 
attend. It is hoped that arrangements can 
be made to visit a number of private motor 
museums in Florida plus Key West.

OK, so what’s it all going to cost? 
Contact has been made with a shipping 
company and based on getting three MGAs 
to a container the total cost, including 

shipping from Felixstowe to Miami, port 
fees, marine insurance, US taxes and car 
insurance is likely to be in the region of 
£4,400 per car. Add to that the airfare of 
around £400 each. Then there is food 
and accommodation, which is reasonably 
priced in the USA. If you are interested in 
participating, please contact Stuart (mga@
live.co.uk). There is no fi rm commitment 
at this stage, but if the trip goes ahead, it will 
be necessary to commence arrangements 
as soon as possible in order to complete 
the US Customs EPA (Environmental 
Protection Agency) formalities in time.

Events in 2011 Please put these in 
your new diary.

April 2: AGM of the MGA Register at 
10.30am at Kimber House.

May 21–22: Northern Tour based 
at the George Hotel, Chollerford, 
Northumberland.

August 7: MGA day at Upton House, 
Warwickshire.

September 24–25: Southern Tour 
based at the Moorland Links Hotel, 
Yelverton, Devon.

Car No. 44 crossing the Humber Bridge. 
Photo: Irene Mumby

Happy New Year. I hope you all had a great 
Christmas and New Year break.

As we are in the depth of winter I 
thought a picture of the start of last year’s 
Spring Run held in bright sunshine would 
cheer us up. 

The Register had a presence on 
the Club stand at the Classic Car Show 
helping the Kimber House staff and offering 
assistance in the main to MGB owners 
although we will speak to anyone! We 
didn’t have an MGB displayed on the 
stand; however, we had a constant stream 
of owners asking questions who hopefully 
we were helpful to.  

As I said we didn’t have an MGB on 
display, but there was a fantastic MG ZR 
which had been tastefully customised by its 
owner, a young lady from the South West. 
It’s good to see that the modern MGs 
are bringing fresh and particularly young 
blood into the Club – long may it continue. 
What’s good is that she wants an MGB in 
the future!

By the time you read these notes our 
new enhanced website will be up and 

running. Our new Web Master is Steve 
Lee who volunteered to take things on – 
honestly he wasn’t press ganged into it! 
Steve has revamped everything to bring 
it fully up to date and make it more user 
friendly. Up to now we have relied on the 
services of Günter Graskamp in Germany, 
so we thank him for his support over the 
past years.  

Steve has some great ideas for the 
future, but if you have any ideas I’m sure 
Steve will be pleased to hear from you.

These are the events we will be 
running this year:

Register AGM – Sunday March 6 at 
Kimber House, Abingdon. Your presence 
would be appreciated!!!

Spring Run – Sunday April 10 starting 
at Millets Farm Centre, nr Abingdon to 
Dyrham Park, nr Bath. Contact Roger 
Cooper for details and entry.

Social Weekend – Friday to Monday 
September 9–12 based at Rockingham 
Northamptonshire. Contact Bernard 
Rengger for details.

MGB Lecture – Date to be fi nalised. 

We have some excellent ideas for this 
year’s lecture so watch this space.

MGB Maintenance Day – Saturday 
October 22 at Cherwell Motor Sports 
College, Bicester. We will advise content 
of the day later. Contact Janine Pratt 
for details.

As always, the Register will have a 
presence at more events. All the event 
details are on the website, which will be 
updated, and the contact details can be 
found there.

PETER BEST The best policies for either
classic or modern MGs

Call for a quote today
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