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Happy New Year! This month I've included 
a response from member Dave Whittaker 
to Roger Boys' article 'Timely Warning' on 
page 41 of the November edition of 
Safety Fast! 

'In the early '80s our MGB Roadster was 
the family car. Each year we would go 
camping in France with our two children 
sitting on the battery cover shelf behind the 
front seats (Health and Safety?!). We used the 
MG in this way for several years until we 
couldn't shoe-horn the children in. when we 
changed to using a Triumph Stag. The first 
time we used the MG for a family camping 
trip to France we had the same problem, i.e. 
the boot would not open. The button went 
in and out but no pressure could be felt and 
the boot remained stubbornly locked. This 
was on a Saturday afternoon; we were at a 
coastal campsite a long way from any large 
town, no garages were open and no-one on 
the campsite had appropriate tools. Also 
Monday was to be a national holiday with 
everywhere closed again. One benefit was 
that we were by the beach so we wouldn't 
need much clothing. 

We had only one item of clothing 

which was not in the boot, a bikini and 
shorts set given to my wife by my mother as 
we left their house! Judi was to wear the 
bikini, I was to squeeze into the shorts, and 
the kids would wear their pants on the 
beach. The campsite staff told us where the 
nearest MG garage was and closed until 
Tuesday, (not helpful) and how to find the 
local nudist beaches (very useful)! 

We found and arrived at the garage at 
midday on Tuesday. They were just closing 
for lunch so we returned after our lunch to 
see how they would resolve the problem. 
Easy! A drill with large bit was used to drill 
out the lock barrel, and then you insert one 
finger and trip the catch. The resulting hole 
was then blocked by a good quality French 
wine cork which could be lifted out 
whenever we needed access. No damage 
to the boot lid, and we were pleased to see 
our clothes again. 

The MG had that wine cork for several 
years before I got around to replacing the 
locking system. So if it happens to you, don't 
attack the boot lid, just the lock barrel. And 
drink a bottle of good wine which has a cork 
and not a screw top!' 

2009 Diary Events 

Spring Run April 5 2009 
This year's Spring Run will start at Newbury 
and will be a scenic route to Breamore 
Manor House which is situated on the edge 
of the New Forest just north of 
Fordingbridge. Please contact Roger 
Cooper on 01858 463417 for further 
details or download an entry form from the 
MGB Register's website (www.mgb-
register.org). All models of MGs are 
welcome. 

September 11-14 2009 
There are only a couple of places left on the 
MGB Register Weekend, which will be 
based at The Manor House Hotel in 
County Durham. The event is for three 
nights, starting on Friday September I I, 
with road runs on the Saturday and Sunday. 
For more details please register your 
interest with John Watson, either by e-mail 
(john.watson45@ntlworld.com) or by 
telephone on 01235 522122. 
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